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CLIENT FEATURE: HEATHER GRUTZIUS AND JOHN WHITE 

 
 
 
I appreciate each of my clients and I am proud to 
feature you in my monthly newsletter! I recently 
had the opportunity to learn more about Heather 
Grutzius and John White of 510 Architects. Here is 
what I found out... 
 
Heather Grutzius and John White  
Company: 510 Architects 
Email: hgrutzius@510architects.com 
Visit Us: 510architects.com 
 
 
Tell us a little about your business – what does your company do/sell and who are 
your customers? 
We sell creative space solutions in the form of architecture and interior design. We focus on 
medium scale commercial projects in corporate, hospitality, industrial, and multi-family. 
 
 
What made you decide to open your business? 
We both have a solid background and understanding of the construction field, and a passion 
for design. 510 takes a pragmatic approach to design for end products that are buildable 
and beautiful.  
 
What's your favorite part of a typical day? 
We both enjoy sitting down with our phenomenal team members to charrette or work 
through a detail.  
 
 
What is the most important thing you have learned working with Focal Path 
Coaching? 
Working on the business is as important as working in the business. It makes a lot of sense 
but is easy to forget in day-to-day work. 
 
 
 



 
 www.FocalPathCoaching.com 
 

What accomplishment are you most proud of? 
Building our business from the ground up with very little initial capital, while renovating a 
house and starting a family (during the recession in 2008). We worked hard to be successful 
and can say that it was truly our blood, sweat, and tears that got us where we are today. 
 
 
What do you do to relax/unwind? 
We’re always doing something fun on the weekends – whether it’s a day trip to a VT football 
game (our alma mater) or taking on a home project. Our favorite get away is in our 
Airstream with our two boys and two dogs. We don’t go far, but it allows us to disconnect 
completely if we can or stay connected but take a few breaths of fresh air as much as 
possible. 
 
 
What is your favorite thing about Richmond? 
Richmond has so many unique areas and beautiful, old buildings. Whether we are designing 
a new infill building or rehabilitating or repurposing a building that has been around for over 
a century, we have a great context to design within. The mural art scene on buildings 
across the city adds to the quirky spirit here, too. 
We also love that we can get to a river, the mountains, or the beach within a few minutes or 
just a few hours. There is so much nature to access from here and Richmonders have a 
great appreciation for it. 
 
 
What would we be surprised to learn about you or the company? 
Our “side job” is renovating houses. We are currently renovating our fourth house together, 
all of them our personal homes. We have found many gems that need work – we breathe 
new life into a neglected house and live in it until we are ready to move on to the next one! 
 
 


